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The Son’s Provision
Redemption

Ephesians 1:7-12
Introduction:
In the eternal plan of God each person of the Godhead played a part:
· It was the Father’s Plan

· The Son’s Provision
· The Holy Spirit’s Protection
We are told of the Son’s Provision in verses 7-12

The Father planned the entire history of creation from beginning to end. He chose us in Christ. He predestined us before the foundation of the world. Now He is revealing the plan through the apostle Paul. The Son had His part as we see in vv. 7-12

I. The Meaning of Redemption – 1:7a
“In whom we have redemption through His blood,”
A. The Source of Redemption – 

In Him - Ἐν ᾧ - in Whom – In Jesus we have redemption.
B. The Words for Redemption
1 – purchase 

2 – purchase out 

3.  – to set free 

4. , APOLUTROSIS – deliverance or release 
a. Physical deliverance – 

Women received their dead raised to life again. Others were ﻿﻿tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection. (Heb. 11:35)
b. Deliverance from sin – Rom 3:24
“being justified ﻿﻿freely ﻿﻿by His grace ﻿﻿through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus”
c. Deliverance at the coming of Christ 

Eph. 1:14, 4:30; Rom. 8:23; Luke 21:48 
“who ﻿﻿is the ﻿﻿guarantee of our inheritance ﻿﻿until the redemption of ﻿﻿the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory.”

C. The Explanation of Redemption

“the forgiveness of sins.”
Paul adds this phrase to explain the word redemption. It is the forgiveness (removal) of sins. He uses the word παραπτωμάτων which means: “A stepping aside or falling by the wayside.” It is not something you were born with, but an act you performed.
In Lev. 16 there were 2 goats. One secured the redemption by death. The other bore the sins of the people away. They symbolize these 2 aspects of redemption. Those trespasses are taken completely away. God has forgotten them – you should too.
Psalm 103.12 As far as the east is from the west, so far has He ﻿﻿removed our transgressions from us. 

Micah 7:19
You will cast all ﻿﻿our sins into the depths of the sea. 
D. The Price of Redemption – His blood
We have to be careful here to understand that the shedding of the blood of Christ refers to His death. “Whoever ﻿﻿sheds man’s blood, by man his blood shall be shed;” (Gen. 9:6)
II. The Means of Redemption – 1:7b
“according to ﻿﻿the riches of His grace 
A. The Favor – Grace

Favor in spite of demerit. Salvation is by grace alone. God has done it all. Nothing can be added to it – before, during or after salvation.
B. The Treasure – Riches
This salvation comes from God’s reservoir of Grace. It is infinite. When you go to the fountain for cleansing, are cleansed and leave the fountain, that fountain has not diminished on drop. So we should come with boldness to the throne of Grace.
Heb. 4:16
“And we may with all confidence invite even the worst of sinners to come as well.”
B. The Measure – According to 
We are forgiven not “out of the riches of His grace” but “according to” the riches of his grace. The difference may be seen in everyday life. 
III. The Method of Redemption –1: 8-9

﻿ 
A. The Gushing of Grace – 1:8
“which He made to abound toward us in all wisdom and ﻿﻿
prudence, abound toward us (ἐπερίσσευσεν) is an overflowing of grace – a never-ending stream.
Not only has He given us grace; He has given Wisdom = knowledge and the ability to understand knowledge. “Sees into the heart of things and knows them as they really are.”
Insight = Practical wisdom which results in right actions.
B. The Publication of His Plan – 1:9a
“having made known to us the mystery of His will,”
A mystery is a truth which was unknown, but is now made known in the New Testament. 

Paul uses the word 16 times; Matt. 1x; Luke 1x; John 3x The church, the rapture are major mysteries. Here, it has reference to the purpose of God’s plan for the entire creation.
C. The Determination of His Design – 1:9b
“according to His good pleasure ﻿﻿which He purposed in Him,”
God did not consult with anyone, including you, in any part of the plan – not in the minutest part.He did not check to see what an individual would do in any circumstance so that He could adjust His plan. He did not have a Plan A and Plan B.

We speak about the decrees of God; but there is only one decree and that included every item in the plan from the first to the last. We think sequentially; God thinks in totality.
IV. The Motivation of Redemption – 1:10-12
A. God’s Eternal Plan – 1:10

“that in the dispensation of ﻿﻿the fullness of the times ﻿﻿He might gather together in one ﻿﻿all things in Christ, ﻿﻿both which are in heaven and which are on earth-in Him.”
Dispensation = (οἰκονομίαν) (a stewardship) an arrangement or administration, like the running of a household. There is the owner or head of the household and there are servants who are responsible to the head. Paul likens believers to servants in God’s household. Moreover it is required in stewards (οἰκονόμους)  that one be found faithful. I Cor. 4:2
There are many dispensations and the last one is the Dispensation of the fullness of time.

B. Our Entrance into the Plan – 1:11
“In Whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to ﻿﻿the purpose of Him who works all things according to the counsel of His will,”
We were chosen to be in the plan before the foundation of the world. We actually came into the plan when we believed in Jesus and received eternal life.
The exciting part of this is that we have an important place in the plan of the ages. 

A perfect universe – a perfect ruler – perfect neighbors and the greatest miracle of all - A perfect you! That brings us to:  

C. Our Importance in the Plan – 1:12
“﻿That we ﻿﻿who first trusted in Christ should be to the praise of His glory.”
The “we who first trusted in Christ” may be a reference to the Jews, especially compared to v. 13 “after you {meaning the Gentiles} heard. It makes very little difference either way.
He ends this section on the provision of the Son with: “for the praise of His glory.”
He uses that phrase after a description of the work of each of the persons of the Godhead.
Conclusion:


















